Vote “Yes” on Public Question #1, Tuesday Nov. 3

The Green Acres Clean Water Act

On Tuesday, Nov. 3, New Jersey voters will have the opportunity to continue successful efforts to protect clean water and open spaces, and to preserve farmland and historic treasures for future generations.  Public Question #1, the Green Acres, Clean Water Act, would authorize $400 million in bonding to continue funding to the Green Acres, Farmland and Historic Preservation programs for two years at current levels.  Unless Public Question #1 is approved, funds will run out for these critical investments.

Vote “Yes” for Clean Water and Open Spaces.  Voting yes will enable New Jersey to continue protecting our drinking water sources and water quality in our rivers, lakes and streams.  Nothing is more important than having clean water for our families.  The Green Acres and Farmland Preservation programs will also protect our open spaces, including working farms, natural areas, forests, wildlife habitat and parks.   Many of our favorite places in New Jersey would not exist without these efforts, and they play an important role in enhancing the character of our communities, and our quality of life.  

Vote “Yes” for Our Future.  Vote “Yes” for our benefit today, and for our children and grandchildren.  Voting “Yes” will leave a better legacy for future generations.  Where would we be today if previous generations had not supported open space preservation and clean water in the past?  Failing to preserve these resources today would saddle our children with the high costs of strained resources (such as the need to spend billions on new water treatment plants), and prevent us from leaving them a beautiful, desirable place for them to live.  We must act now to protect clean water and our last remaining open spaces for future generations.
Vote “Yes” for Economic Prosperity.  New Jersey’s preservation programs are a wise investment.  They return $10 for every $1 invested, according to an NJ Keep It Green report based on an NJ DEP study that values ecological services (such as clean water, solid waste filtration, flood prevention), fish and farm products, and outdoor tourism.  Open spaces also enhance property values and stabilize property taxes by helping municipalities avert expensive services as a result of some development projects.  With land values reduced, now is an excellent time to preserve land before it is too expensive or too late. In addition, park creation and historic restoration projects will create more jobs per dollar invested than new construction.  For more on the “economic value of open space,” see just a few of the studies posted to www.NJKeepItGreen.com/Resources.htm
Vote “Yes” with Confidence.   We can trust that that the funds will be spent as intended, as full, public disclosure of all spending is required.  There is also citizen representation and oversight on the Garden State Preservation Trust, which approves all projects.  The cost per household will be $10 annually, less than $1 each month.  That’s a small price to protect clean water and open spaces for our quality of life and future generations!

The NJ Keep It Green Campaign is a coalition of over 135 organizations from across the state working to renew the Garden State Preservation Trust, and provide for clean water, open spaces, farmland preservation and historic preservation.  

More information:  www.NJKeepItGreen.org,  www.Facebook.com/NJKeepItGreen
